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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Line 6 of the claim 
contains a minor typographical error between the words "end" and "face". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 7, 14, 15 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Regarding claim 7, it cannot be readily ascertained by the examiner what is 
meant by, "the preferential fold line (25) of the lateral panel (10, 11, 30) coincides with 
the fold line (5) of the flat blank. . ." Examiner notes that fold line 25 and fold line 5 are 
on different panels of the flat blank and extend in perpendicular directions to one 
another; therefore, they do not coincide with one another. For purposes of examining 
the claims on the merits examiner considers "coinciding" to mean that the two fold lines 
are perpendicular. 

5. Claims 14,15 and 20 recite the limitation "A method of ... as in Claim 1 " in the 
preamble of the claims. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claims since Claim 1 is drawn to a folded blank and not a method. For purposes of 
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examining the claim on the merits examiner considers "a method of preparing" to be "a 
carton formed from". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Focke 
et al. (US 6343691 B1 ; hereinafter Focke). 

Regarding claims 1 , 6-8, 10, 11, 14-17 and 20, Focke teaches a hinge lid pack 
for cigarettes and the blank for making obtainable from a flat die cut blank (see Fig. 3) 
presenting a first panel (14) and a second panel (15) coinciding respectively with the 
front and the back of the packet (see Fig. 1), pairs of lateral panels (24 and 25) hingedly 
attached respectively to the first and second panels and establishing the flanks of the 
packet, and end panels (16 and 22) establishing the top end face (see Fig. 2) and the 
bottom end face (see Fig. 6) of the packet, characterized in that the flat die cut blank is 
bent double along at least one fold line (43) to create a first part (any part of the blank 
below fold 43) and a second part (any part of the blank below fold 43) flattened one 
against the other in such a manner that the folded blank presents a collapsed 
configuration initially; in that each of the lateral panels associated with one of the two 
parts (associated with 25) of the blank presents a preferential fold line (34) delimiting a 
first inner lateral portion (36) and a second outer lateral portion, positioned such that the 
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second outer portions can be bent along the preferential fold line and at least one 
portion (outer lateral portion of 25) of one part offered to the corresponding lateral panel 
of the other part (24) so that when the folded blank is erected to form the packet, the 
corresponding lateral panel will overlap and cover the preferential fold line (25 and 24 
overlap; see Fig. 6). 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Focke teaches a hinge lid pack for cigarettes and the 
blank for making wherein the second outer portion of a lateral panel presented by one 
part of the blank, offered to the panel that will ultimately overlap the preferential fold line, 
is fastened permanently to the opposite part of the blank (Col 2 lines 52-58). 

Regarding claim 4, Focke teaches a hinge lid pack for cigarettes and the blank 
for making wherein the preferential fold line coincides with an axis of symmetry of the 
lateral panel (examiner considers fold 34 to provide a vertical line of symmetry between 
panels 25 and 36). 

Regarding claim 5, Focke teaches a hinge lid pack for cigarettes and the blank 
for making wherein the second outer portions of each lateral portion are substantially 
flattened against the respective first inner portions when the blank is in the initially 
collapsed configuration. Examiner notes that portions of the outer panel 25 are capable 
of being folded flat against panel 36 via fold line 34. 

Regarding claim 9, Focke teaches a hinge lid pack for cigarettes and the blank 
for making wherein the fold line (43) is applied to an end panel (22) hinged on opposite 
sides of the selfsame fold line to the first panel (14; below fold 43) and the second panel 
(15; above fold 43). 



Application/Control Number: 10/590,173 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3782 

Regarding claims 12, 13, 18 and 19, Focke teaches a hinge lid pack for 
cigarettes and the blank for making comprising a plurality of first crease lines (35, 38 
and 39) functioning as hinges between the lateral panels (24 and 36) and the first and 
second panels (14 and 15). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Draghetti et al (US 6079556 A); Cahill et al. (US D503827 S) 
and Focke et al. (US 6591982 B2). These references teach cigarette packages similar 
to that of the instant application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER DEMEREE whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-1982. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:00 AM-5:00PM, 
Alt Fri, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on (571) 272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher Demeree/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3782 

/Nathan J. Newhouse/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3782 



